LIFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAN NAMBUDIRI

Vazhakunnam had a commendable talent in expressing deep
philosophical thoughts through the description of Krishna's plays
and plans. This can not be better described than by quoting the
vedic scholar and Bhakta poet Ottur Unni Nambudiripad, 'The
spaceless, timeless, actionless, formless Brahma fails to keep quiet
in front of this optimistic poet. If Brahma is found motionless,
Vazhakunnam would adorn the crest with a beautiful peacock
feather, supply the hands with a flute, embellish the waiste with a
jingling ornament, beautify the feet with anklets, induce laughter
and if necessary provoke by promising Ambalappuzha palpayasam
enough and more. He would persuade to take steps and dance."9
Vazhakunnam would thus play the role of a stage manager, ar-
ranging for Brahma to enter into flesh and blood taking the char-
acter of the enchanting Krishna, with whom the mass would con-
verse.

It is interesting to note that he did never resort to the custom
ofBhagavata Saptaha, as that would not provide him with suffi-
cient time for his detailed exposition. Instead he would finish
Bhagavataby 15,18,21 or 41 days. He has read Bhgavatam at
Madras, Bombay, Trivandum, Tripunithura, Trichur etc. in addi-
tion to Guruvayur.

It cannot be denied that the bhakta flourishes by the grace of
Bhagavan and Bhagavan flourishes by the priase of bhakta. This
truth can be evidenced by taking the case of Vazhakunnam and

9. Ottur Unni Nambudiripad, op.cit. p.xix.
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